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News Release 





Date: July 27, 2007
Contact: 
Rochelle Simon, Director of Communications & Marketing, The Antiquarian & Landmarks Society, (860) 247-8996 ext. 12 
rochelle.simon@ctlandmarks.org
Connecticut’s 17th-Century Witch Craze Explored 

A Special Collaboration Presenting History Through Dance with an 

In-Depth Witchcraft Symposium 

Hartford, CT – The Antiquarian & Landmarks Society, in collaboration with Eastern Connecticut State University’s Center for Connecticut Studies and The Judy Dworin Performance Project, will explore the 17th-century Connecticut witch craze through an academic symposium and theater/dance performances on Wednesday, November 7th at ECSU.
Witches Among Us: A Reconsideration of Witchcraft Studies, a half-day symposium focusing on the events and historical context of the 17-century Connecticut witch craze, will begin at 1:00 pm with History in Children’s Literature: Handling Salem and Beyond. The session examines the use of historical evidence in children’s literature, with a specific focus on the 17th-century.  Dr. Lisa Rowe Fraustino, Patricia Hermes, and Dr. Christopher (Kit) Collier will speak about utilizing historical evidence and topics in their writing. The symposium presenters include: Dr. Fraustino, author of I Walk in Dread: The Diary of Deliverance Trembley, Witness to the Salem Witch Trials, one of the Dear America Series; Patricia Hermes, author of numerous children’s books including Salem (My Side of the Story); and Dr. Collier, State Historian Emeritus, the author of the renowned children’s book, My Brother Sam is Dead and Pilgrims and Puritans, 1620-1676.
At 3:00 pm the second session, An Academic Approach: The How, Why and Where of New England Witch Hunts, presents an academic overview of witchcraft studies with renowned historians Professor John Demos of Yale University, Dr. Richard Godbeer of Miami University and Connecticut State Historian, Dr. Walter Woodward of the University of Connecticut.   Dr. Richard Godbeer, author of The Devil’s Dominion: Magic and Religion in Early New England and, Escaping Salem: The Other Witch Hunt of 1692, will provide an introduction to cultural beliefs of the 17th century.  Professor Demos will provide specific information about witch hunting in New England, utilizing work from his renowned tome, Entertaining Satan: Witchcraft and the Culture of Early New England. Dr. Walter Woodward will discuss the importance of the Hartford witch hunt of the 1660s, using material from his forthcoming book Prospero’s America: John Winthrop, Jr., Alchemy and the Creation of New England Culture. Both sessions of the symposium will be held in ESCU’s Webb Hall, room 110. 
Following the symposium, an encore performance of the Judy Dworin Performance Project’s The Witching Hour will be held at 7:30 pm in the Harry Hope Theater in ECSU’s Shafer Hall. The Witching Hour explores what happens in communities when difference becomes dangerous, and folk culture –as practiced by herbalists, midwives, women landowners, and indentured servants – clashes with Puritan hierarchical authority. Larger than life puppets, sets, and costumes by Anne Cubberly create a seamless visual landscape for the innovative blend of dance, text and music for which the Judy Dworin Performance Ensemble is known.

Symposium admission is $50 and free for students with ID. Registration includes admission to the 7:30 pm performance of The Witching Hour and a buffet dinner. Teachers who attend receive (4) CEU credits. For symposium reservations, call 860-247-8996, ext. 23 or email maureen.welch@ctlandmarks.org.

General admission for the 7:30 pm performance of The Witching Hour only, is $15; $5 for students with ID; and ECSU students are free. For tickets, call the Harry Hope Theater box office at (860) 465-4693. For directions to ESCU, please visit their website at www.easternct.edu.

Sponsors for The Witching Hour dance/theater performance and academic symposium include: The Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism, The Greater Hartford Arts Council, The J. Walton Bissell Foundation, Eastern Connecticut State University, The Charter Oak Cultural Center and Wolf ColorPrint.
The Judy Dworin Performance Project, Inc. (JDPP Inc., formerly known as MetaArts, Inc.) is a company of performing artists who seek, on the stage and in the community, to innovate, inspire, educate, and collaborate as they engage in art-making rooted in the belief that the arts can be a powerful agent of change.  The organization began in 1989 as a nonprofit umbrella organization based in Hartford, Connecticut. Over the seventeen years of its history, the Judy Dworin Performance Ensemble (JDPE) has been the core member and catalyst for the organization, creating cutting-edge dance/theater performance work of the highest professional quality; initiating movement-based multi-arts residencies in schools and community institutions (Moving Matters!); and taking the lead in the mentoring and service component of the organization with the vision of artists helping other artists in the Greater Hartford community.
Founded in 1936, the Antiquarian & Landmarks Society is the largest state-wide heritage museum organization in Connecticut. A&L’s mission is to inspire appreciation for the Connecticut experience by preserving, presenting and promoting outstanding historic properties. A&L is committed to exploring new and innovative ways of interpreting Connecticut’s past through theatre, music and dance. Last year, A&L sponsored the staged reading of a new play about state heroine Prudence Crandall at the Nathan Hale Homestead, and at the Arts Academy in the Learning Corridor in Hartford. The Antiquarian & Landmarks Society owns 12 significant historic Connecticut properties, nine of which are operated as historic house museums. For more information, please visit www.ctlandmarks.org.

###
